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How should Animals be treated?  

Introduction 

It is very difficult to respond to such question. Considering moral and social 

events, we will try to define some concepts like discrimination, in the 

context of treatment of animals. Discrimination is the ability to see the 

difference between two things or people.1 Animals can therefore be 

discriminated too. Discrimination is prohibited for the benefit of specific 

groups, like a minority as defined supra.  

I wonder if animal group in a given country can’t be concerned by this issue. 

Obviously, as we defined discrimination, animals can’t be concerned. 

However, as soon as animals considered in their place of living can be 

minority, then we have to seek for a definition of marginalization to see how 

animal can be considered in this issue. Minority is a small group in society 

that is different from the rest because of their race, religion or political 

beliefs, or a person who belongs to such a group.  

A smaller number or part is a minority.2 If we consider the first part of this 

definition, we can figure out that only people can be minority. However, as 

soon as it’s said further that any smaller number or part is a minority; then, 

animals also should be considered according to their amount in the group 

like a minority. Marginalization is a treatment of someone or something as 

if they are not important.3  

The first part of this sentence as all definitions above refers first of all to 

people. The rest of the phrase however point out that something treated as 

 

1 Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, Third Ed, Cambridge University Press, 2008, p. 401. 

2 Idem, p. 908. 

3 Idem, p. 875. 
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if not important can be qualified discriminated. The Important question here 

is to wonder if animals or pets can be qualified as things.  

Some thoughts about how animals should be treated 

Animals are something that lives and moves but is note a human.4 It’s very 

clear that animals are things. Since then they can be discriminated if they 

are treated differently. And this is true since they have all potencies to be 

in the world. They live, see each other, they breath. They are intended to 

be more than other things or objects which cannot speak. Therefore, 

animals have rights.  

They should be protected against every kind of treatment which reduce their 

healthy conditions. This introduce us to animal rights which are truly 

important. I guess, the field of Law in which we can study those rights is 

Animal Law. This branch of law in my opinion, is the law which regulates 

people in their relationship with animals and animals among themselves. 

This field is really important.  

Since animals are most valuable, the branch which concentrates on them is 

of interest. Because animal law is an exciting and rapidly expanding field of 

law, it overlaps with many traditional areas of the law such as torts, 

criminal, wills & trusts, constitutional, and property law. Animal law is 

rooted in the practical application of statutes, regulations, and case law, but 

the field also explores legal theory, philosophy, and jurisprudence.5  

In this work however, we will not discuss the theories of this field nor the 

philosophy appointed to its merge but only a dissertation on how they 

should be treated in a modern world. The question is, do they have rights? 

 

4 Ibidem, p. 50. 

5 https://law.lclark.edu/centers/animal_law_studies/ 
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If yes, they benefit from protection? Do humans have obligations to protect 

them? Which kind of protection they really need? In the affirmative 

alternative, what is the source of such obligation?  

Is there any legal Convention or custom in which we find a list of rights of 

animals, duties and responsibilities of people? Let’s us discuss our rights, 

duties and responsibilities in this area.  

Our Rights 

As a noun, a right refers to what is morally acceptable. According to 

Cambridge English Advanced dictionary, by right we understand the claim 

which a person or animal has to be treated in a fair, morally acceptable or 

legal way, or to have the things that are necessary for life.6 

Our duties 

Duty refers to responsibility, i.e. something that someone has to do because 

it is part of his job, or something that he feels is the right thing to do.7 

Our responsibilities 

Responsibility refers to duty, i.e. something that it is the job of someone or 

a duty to deal with.8 

In modern cities, we all have freedom. Freedom is not considered in an 

aspect, because it imposes a duty and responsibility. Freedom is considered 

as limited because states have obligations to fulfill certain responsibilities 

(to protect and to respect animals), since wars are destroying them. The 

 

6 Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, Third Ed, Cambridge University Press, 2008, p. 1229. 

7 Ibidem, p. 439. 

8 Ibidem, p. 1225. 
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forests beside in volcano region. It’s true that in some countries, there are 

rules governing the way we treat animals.  

This is dealt within the environmental prospectus. It means that because of 

leading teams concerned about environment issues, animals are protected 

by the way. However, in other countries, those policies become a violation 

of animal’s rights when they consist to destroy all or a part of species in a 

park for multiple reasons. We have to ponder the idea since animals are 

human beings also.  

Such protection is not enough to help animals being protected because 

when a specific legal text guarantying such rights is not existing. This text 

should clearly as it is for humans, clarify do’s for animals and don’ts. I still 

believe animals shouldn’t be killed and some just for the sake of health. If 

we think about how many animals are killed because of our need for meat, 

we might feel sad for our deeds.  

When we learn all the benefits that veggies can bring us, we’ll also feel 

happier to eat them more and avoid killing animals. This will only be a sense 

of equity as soon as animals are also human beings but also, humans are 

also animals although they have triune brain. Animals and Humans have 

many similarities; hence they should overall become subjects of 

protection of all kind.  

Equity is based on the idea that people have different traditional roles 

models, but may not therefore be treated differently according to ‘race, 

color, descent, or national or ethnic origin’.9 My perspective is that animals 

should also be considered like people regarding to their rights. I think about 

 

9 Article 1 of the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD). 
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human duties and in my opinion, the principle is that animals should be 

respected and should receive all considerations.  

This should be the commencement of people duties in this field. Now, the 

differentiation might be about their lives, their manner of eating, etc. We 

should develop this idea in looking carefully on the protection of animals 

which must be guaranteed by people. We should ponder all human rights 

conventions and compare which can be adapted to animals to build a list of 

animal’s rights whereas they can’t be exhaustive as human’s are.  

When looking for such list, we have to think about all human rights and see 

which of them can be also guaranteed to animals. Let’s for example wonder 

if animals can be considered like a minority in this world to see if they should 

benefit from protection of minorities. Obviously, this can’t be analyzed in 

reference to human conventions because animals are not humans but 

should be a beginning of important thoughts to develop animal’s 

mechanisms of protection.  

To answer to the question, we have to read all Conventions on minority.  

On this scale, animals shouldn’t be classified in minorities since Conventions 

of minorities are only related to people. When we examine those 

conventions, it’s clear that animals are not under such protection. This is 

normal since they are not human. However, as disserted above, when put 

together, humans and animals.  

These lasted appear to be like a minority in that group, hence they shouldn’t 

be discriminated although they don’t have mechanisms to seek for 

justiciability. In fact, I am not aware of their way of knowing if their rights 

are violated by humans or their relatives. If after such thoughts, it appears 

to be a good idea to build a system of protection of animals, then they must 

be treated differently.  
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However to give them opportunities to be what they are intended to be, is 

not easy since they can’t speak out. The freedom of speech of humans helps 

authorities to think about how to strengthen the protection system of 

human rights. It’s a fundamental right which help others to work together 

through a smooth way. But for animals’ difficulties are so many as discussed 

above.  

When even protected by animals’ rights conventions, how to vulgarize the 

content to the object (animals) which cannot learn lessons excepted some 

of them according to science. That’s why the pragmatic approach is limited. 

The fundamental dignity of a man is to be considered by others. Without 

exception, everybody has a right to live for instance. And I suppose this is 

also an important right in life. Nobody should be treated differently.  

Pets should also have such rights to help them grow in good conditions 

without fear to be killed for any reason. Pets however, since they don’t have 

all capabilities as human should sometimes be differentiated. They should 

sometime be killed to help humans survive thanks to the proteins and 

vitamins we found in them. When considering some rules and customs, 

some animals hadn’t any interest when looking if they should or not be 

discriminated.  

In some cultures, some animals are seen as bad and wherever they are 

found they must be killed. In religious thought, snakes refer to Satan, since 

Adam and Eve succumbed when they followed what they led them to do. If 

some animals can travel with humans because they are domestic, there are 

some of the animals which, when out of their environment, they are so 

dangerous that they should be killed.  

Lions or Elephants seen in the road must bring such fear for human for 

example, that their unkindness in front of humans is critical. It’s also the 

example of reptiles which can harm. As soon as they create always phobias 
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in people, when afraid people can shout at them and their rights should be 

minimized except when they are living in the forest or the park. In such 

environment, they appear to not hurting people.  

Our goals will then be to always see case by case, which animal require 

more attention than another. When they need protection, and when they 

must be killed. Because, although we should love animals and protect them, 

they shouldn’t be more important than humans. However, people should 

keep in mind that in a modern world, animals should have more attention 

as kids for example. But this can’t be exaggerated.  

We should wonder if, as soon as half of this year is gone since, we reached 

how many percent of our goals to asses our duties to promote, protect and 

realize animal’s rights.  This shouldn’t be a way of abuse which can lead us 

to consider that humans are equal to animals. They are not the same 

creatures and humans still have more considerations than animals. To 

contribute however to the evolution of juridical science applied to animals, 

as Certified Lawyers, we should frankly be concerned about numerous 

opportunities to incorporate the field into our own practices.  

State, federal, local, and international laws contain provisions regulating or 

impacting animals. Because animal law attorneys can change the 

world, said the program site, their everyday experiences in defending 

animal’s rights at the court will show up the importance of this field and 

hence they will be making difference. They can enhance their current 

practice or develop a new specialty.10 

 

 

10 LLM Application Packet: Animal Law, p. 1. 
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Conclusion 

To conclude, let’s point out that animals should have rights which are 

guaranteed by governments in cities, then the world will be in a good mood. 

This should also enhance the respect of law in general. Unfortunate to a 

people who hurt an animal, he will be guilty on that basis. State should 

make more efforts to vote laws protecting animals specifically. It will not be 

again to search for protection indirectly in other instruments which are more 

general and not guaranty the protection at all. 

However, looking forward to ratify more conventions protecting animals and 

enhancing the realization of those rights. The United Nations should 

undertake some resolutions in order to boost the protection of animals. 

Because, peace building passes also by respecting rights of all creatures. 

It’s true that animals are not in UN agenda, but it should be really important 

to insert them. 

This study aimed to think on the treatment of animals. Working on many 

papers, the observation is that animals don’t benefit from a special 

protection as do humans. The latter is interested by all fields of law and 

repeated in the sustainable goals. However, animals seem to be legally 

protected by indirect evidence. There are no covenants protecting animals’ 

rights. 

It seems protected indirectly by other international instruments protecting 

environment since animals are part of the environment. For instance, 

snakes are dangerous animals, and the bible give them a bad image since 

environmentalist see in that consideration a violation of snake’s rights. It is 

true since its dangerousity is not forcedly seen by all humankind. Discussing 

globally these rights is a great challenge. 

The final suggestion is to control overpopulation of some domestic animals 

such as cats and dogs in order to avoid their extinction. A question stays 
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even if we try to have a set of rule governing animal rights. It’s to wonder 

about the justiciability of animal’s rights. This means that we should answer 

the question about the competent court to resolve cases on animal’s rights 

issues. 
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